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defendants' case. There was no allegation of personal
corruption against Wilson, but of hopeless incompetence.
In a fund in which so many thousands of poor sailors were
concerned it was the duty of the Press to bring to the public
notice the vast sum that was being paid in management.
The weekly pence of these poor fellows had purchased them
nothing but an elaborate and costly system of management
with the plaintiff at its head ! Every rule of the union
bearing on finance had been admittedly broken.
The jury, after a short discussion, returned, giving a
verdict for the defendants, except on one isolated sentence,
for which they awarded the plaintiff the generous sum of one
farthing.
The ideal dream of every advocate had been fulfilled : the
plaintiff had been forced, out of his own mouth, again and
again to admit the justice of the defendant's case. The Times
gave a leading article to the case, and, after paying a tribute
to " Mr. Carson's most thorough and searching cross-
examination," said that " rarely has there been such a fiasco
in a law-court." Very seldom has the result of a civil libel
case, concerned mainly with figures, aroused such wide-
spread public interest. Every newspaper of any importance
throughout England gave an article to it, and Carson's
performance was commented on by most of them ; and
rarely, if ever, has any counsel received such widespread
praise and notice for a single performance. Indeed, he woke
up the next day to find himself more famous in the law-
courts than his maiden speech had made him in the House.
This success, however, pleased him more. " The law was
always my first love," he said ; and, indeed, the success was
a most notable one. This was no ordinary lawsuit. The
Evening News had taken its courage in both hands to expose
what was undoubtedly a public scandal, and its courage had
been vindicated ; but the case was even more important,
and by no means harmful in the end, to the trades-union
movement. Carson's cross-examination had graphically
revealed the state of affairs which was existing when a vast
sum was raised by the pence of working men, and ad-
ministered by working-class orators with no experienced